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The Floriculture CDE is designed to promote the study of and interest in production and retailing of flowers, 
plants and foliage through the agricultural education curriculum.  It typically is held at the Delaware FFA State 
Convention.

Objectives

• Identify plants, plant materials, supplies and equipment utilized in the floriculture industry.

• Demonstrate an understanding of the biological and scientific principles of plant growth and development. 

•Develop the skills underlying propagation, variety development, growth requirements, growing techniques, 
harvesting, marketing and maintenance of established floriculture plants.

• Identify and recommend solutions for plant disorders.

• Demonstrate the use of elements and principles of design and develop related skills.

• Evaluate marketable floral products for quality and cultural perfection in the retail industry.

• Identify, select, operate and maintain appropriate supplies and equipment for floriculture production, design 
and marketing.

• Demonstrate the use of safety procedures and practices in floriculture operations.

• Understand the operation, management and maintenance of facilities for floriculture operations.

• Demonstrate interpersonal skills necessary for successful employment in the floriculture industry.

• Demonstrate proper sales and customer service skills.

• Demonstrate general business practices appropriate to the floriculture industry.

• Effectively work together as a team.



Eligibility

Students that are an active member of a chartered Delaware FFA Middle School Chapter may participate; 

however, members who have participated in a previous state winning team are ineligible. All students 
competing must have a Delaware FFA Waiver form completed and signed for Floriculture.   

Event Procedure

A. Each team will be comprised of up to four members. All four scores will be used to determine total team 
score. 

B. Participants must wear FFA Official Dress for this event. 

C. Under no circumstances will any participant be allowed to touch or handle plant material during the event 
except during the corsage construction and flower arrangement. 

D. Any communication between participants during the event will be sufficient cause to eliminate the team 

from the event. The exception to this is the team activity. 

E. Any participant caught cheating during the event will be expelled from the event. 

F. All participants are expected to be prompt at their stations throughout the event. 

G. The event chair will assign the participants to groups so that when possible, no two participants from the 
same school will be in the same group, except for the team activity. 

H. No team, participant, or coach will be permitted into the event facilities before or during the event, except 
for advisors helping to facilitate the running of the CDE. 

I. Any assistance given to a participant from any source during the event, other than a floriculture official, will 
be sufficient cause to eliminate the team from the event. 

J. All participants will be given an identification number by which they will be designated throughout the event. 

K. Participants will not be allowed to possess any personal electronic devices (i.e. cell phones, smart watches, 
air pods, etc.) other than those approved by event officials. Participants who possess personal electronic 
devices without prior approval of the event officials will be disqualified from the event. 

L. Students must use only the provided material and the required materials students must provide. Students 
should not bring hard goods (wire, ribbon, etc.).

M. There will be a judges/volunteer training prior to the competition to acclimate judges to the rubrics and the 
flow of the event.

Event Format 

This event will have three phases: identification of plant materials, body flower preparation and 
construction or floral arrangement, and the team activity of the general knowledge exam. 

A. Materials students need to provide: 
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1. Two sharpened No. 2 pencils 

2. Scissors 

3. Floral Shears (no floral knives)

B. Team Activity - 100 points

1. General Knowledge Examination- 100 points Teams will answer 50 multiple choice questions that 
cover the areas of the floriculture industry reflected in the event objectives. This phase of the event 
will test participants’ knowledge and understanding of basic biological and scientific principles of 
producing and marketing flowers, plants and foliage. Each team will be allowed 50 minutes to 
complete the exam. Each answer has a value of two points. 

C. Individual Activities - 300 Points

1. Identification of plant materials and equipment (200 points) 

Fifty specimens from the floriculture plant and equipment identification list will be displayed for 
participants to identify by technical and common names. A number will designate each specimen. 
Four points will be awarded for each specimen that is correctly identified. Each participant will be 
allowed 25 minutes to complete this phase of the event. ID will be completed using live specimens 
(as much as possible) in a rotation style. This is completely separate from high school.  The set up of 
it could look like 5 tables with 10 plants per table, 5 minutes a table.

2. Live Floral Piece (a “Body Flower Piece” in odd years, a “Triangular Floral Arrangement” in even 
years)

A. Body Flower Piece (75 points) - odd years only

Individually, participants will prepare and construct a body flower piece. All plant and non-plant 

materials needed to construct it will be provided. Each participant will be allowed 45 minutes to 
complete the body flower piece. The body flower piece will be scored using the “Making and 
Packaging a Body Flower” grading rubric presented by the National FFA Floriculture CDE Handbook.  
Provided materials will be: pre-cut ribbon, focal flower, greens, filler, bag, wire, floral tape and pin. 

B. Triangular Floral Arrangement (100 points) - even years only

Individually, participants will be given a set amount of floral supplies to construct a triangular 
arrangement. Members will be allotted 45 minutes to complete the arrangement. Scoring criteria are 
presented on the National FFA Floriculture ‘Floral Arrangement Practicum’ which will be recorded by 
a judge. Explanation of floral arrangement terms can be found on this scorecard. See High School 
Floriculture Score Sheet. 



SCORING 

Phase Individual Points  Team Points total

ID 200 Points 800 Points possible 

Live Floral 75 Points (Odd Years)

100 Points (Even Years)

300 Points Possible (Odd Years)

400 Points Possible (Even Years)

Team Activity n/a 100 Points Possible 

Total Possible: 275 Points (Odd Years)

300 Points (Even Years)

1200 Points Possible (Odd Years)

1300 Points Possible (Even Years)

Tie Breaker 

Ties will be broken using the following procedure in this specific order, unless otherwise noted by the 
CDE Chair: 

1. Individual tiebreakers will be settled in the following order: : 

1.  Highest “Live Floral Piece” practicum 
2.  Highest ID

2. Team tiebreakers will be settled in the following order: 

1.  Highest test score.
2.  Highest total “Live Floral Piece.”

Awards

Awards will be presented during a session at the Delaware FFA State Convention. In a team event, 
the top 3 individuals in the state will be recognized on stage. The winning team will be awarded a 
certificate.

References 

This list of references is not intended to be all-inclusive.



• Other sources may be utilized, and teachers are encouraged to use the best instructional materials 
available. The following list contains references that may prove helpful during event preparation.

• Past CDE materials and other resources are available on FFA.org.

• Principal of Floral Design, Pat Diehl Scace, James M. DelPrince – Goodheart Wilcox Publisher. 
www.g-w.com

• The AIFD Guide to Floral Design: Terms, Techniques, and Traditions – The American Institute of 
Floral Design.

• Introduction to Horticulture Science and Technology. 5th edition, 2015. Schroeder, Seagle Felton, 
Ruter, Interstate Publishers, Inc.

• Introductory Horticulture. Carroll Shry, Edward Reiley. Eighth Edition.

• Greenhouse Operation and Management. Paul V. Nelson. Seventh Edition. (Specific reference for 
the disorders rotational practicum)

• Ball Publishing: Ball Redbook, Volume 1&2, 18th Edition.
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ID List & Rubrics 
See National Floriculture CDE Handbook for originals if list/rubrics attached here don’t print well.

https://ffa.app.box.com/v/2025-Floriculture-Handbook
https://ffa.app.box.com/v/2025-Floriculture-Handbook









